


T aking care of your containers

I hope you had the opportu-
nity to attend our Potting Party
last weekend! We had an excellent
turnout and helped plant up a va-
riety of containers.

Now that you have set out
your beautifully designed con-
tainer, you need to take proper
care of them through the season
to give you long-lasting fullness
and color.

The most important thing
to remember is to keep them wa-
tered! Containers take a lot more
watering then annuals that are
planted into the landscape. When
temperatures are warm they usu-
ally will need to be watered at least
once a day.

There are products you can
add to your pots to help reduce
the amount of watering.

For example, we carry a water
polymer that can be added to the
soil to absorb then release mois-
ture later when it is needed by
the plant. Or, you can use a wa-
ter globe, which holds water and

slowly releases it as the container dries.

Also, make sure to remove the excess
water from the saucer below your pot; the
water contains salts that can harm your
plants. After you water, allow the water to
set for an hour, then pour out the tray.

A good soluble fertilizer once ev-
ery other week will really help with the
growth and health of your plants.

We have a great demonstration in our
greenhouse with two hanging baskets; one
fertilized and one not fertilized. It clearly
shows how important a good fertilizer is
for the health of your plants.

The growth on the unfertilized con-
tainer is one-third the size of the growth
in the fertilized basket.

It is also a good idea to keep plants
pinched back or “dead headed” to keep
them compact and blooming. Coleus and
petunias respond well to being pinched
back, so don’t be afraid to keep the top
short until the leaves fill in the bottom.

Containers can add so much color to
the garden. Just keep them watered, fertil-
ized and pinched back when needed and
you will be sure to have great color all sea-
son long!
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